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FROM TONY'S DESK 


It is truly a great feeling to see trees 
donning their "apple green" robe of spring 
once again. And, too, to observe shrubs 
pushing new growth after stoically enduring 
the low temperatures that unexpectedly 
swooped down upon us earlier this month. 
It's the busy season of cleaning up the old 
and the brown ---- pruning, replacing and 
revitalizing to make our landscape come 
alive again. 









Plant material is 
Still rolling in 
to take advantage 
of the 2, or 
possibly 3, growing 
seasons left in 
order to be ready 
ror EPCOT...” Our 
latest acquisitions 
were 19 beautiful 
25' upright 
fh Callistemon viminalis, 
ba 4] single, double 
M and triple Phoenix 
= Roebelenii, and 
10 Pyrus Calleryana. 


Of course, the recent highlight was making 

a trip to the Savannah Plant Introduction 
Station with Floyd and Rudy to dig 15 
different species of cold hardy Phyllostachys, 
most of which have not existed previously on 
the property. More specimen Phoenix 
reclinatas will start coming in shortly now 
that the weather is once again on our side. 


7 


March 1980 


kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkĘkk 


* * 
> TREE OF THE MONTH 3 
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Citrus Aurantium 
("Sour Orange") 

The Sour Orange is 
characterized by small, 
fragrant white flowers and bright orange-red 
fruits. The fruits grow in clusters and 
have a bitter taste, making them ideal for 
use in making orangeade and marmalade. 

As an ornamental plant, it is often 
used in hedges or as a street or lawn tree. 
Several specimens can be found at the 
entrance to the Walt Disney Story and in 
front of the Tomorrowland Terrace. 

Other citrus species include Lime 
(Citrus aurantiifolia), Lemon (Citrus Limon), 
and Sweet Orange (Citrus sinensis). 

Citrus trees are propagated by budding. 
This type of vegetative propagation helps to 
ensure uniformity from one tree to the next. 
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* * 
+ PLANTS ON STAGE FOR MARCH * 


* 
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Cornus florida (''Flowering Dogwood") - A 


small tree which is very distinguishable 
in the spring by showy, white bracts sur- 
rounding clusters of small green flowers. 
Found on Preview Boulevard, it has bright 
green leaves and a horizontal branching habit. 


Pyrus Kawakamii ("Evergreen Pear") - 
Although known as the "Evergreen Pear", 
this small ornamental tree is partly 
deciduous in very cold winters. Several 
of these trees are on the lawn by 
Cinderella's Castle and just recently put 
on a spectacular show with masses of 
clustered white flowers. 
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South America and Back 


For the month of January we were among 10 
horticulturists who traveled to South America 
for a botanical exploration of Brazil and 
Peru. Although our trip included a variety 
of cultural experiences, the tropical land- 
scapes and foliage which we encountered were 
by far the most memorable sights. 


We arrived in Rio de Janeiro and spent the 
first eight days of our tour at the country 
home of Roberto Burle Marx. Roberto, a 
famous contemporary landscape architect, 
treated us like kings as he taught us plant 
associations as they exist in both nature's 
and man's landscapes. At his studio and at 
his famous landscape parks and gardens, we 
spent hours listening to Roberto lecture on 
his futuristic approach to landscape design. 


We spent the remaining days in Brazil tour- 
ing the cities of Ouro Preto, Brazilia, and 
Manaus. Brazilia, the capital city of Brazil, 
was entirely preplanned before its actual 
construction. Landscapes by Burle Marx 
enhance the modern governmental buildings of 
this preplanned city. We both agreed that 
Future World at EPCOT will set the stage for 
further advancement in city planning. Both 
Brazilia and Future World will strive to 
combine today's luxuries with tomorrow's 
urban needs. 


Manaus is located on the Amazon River in the 
heart of the jungle. Here we studied at the 
Amazon Institute of Native Flora and Fauna. 
On a full day boat trip into the jungle we 
observed native Indians working hard to farm 
the land. This type of agriculture, termed 
"Slash and Burn'', is the oldest form of 
cultivation. 


The last week of our journey was in the high 
Andes of Peru. Orchids and Bromeliads thrive 
in this mountain environment, making our 
exploration even more exciting. 


On the return flight, we remarked on how 
many different types of gardens we had 
enjoyed in just a month while crossing South 
America. At that moment we were astonished 
at the thought of World Showcase, and how 
many types of gardens one will be able to 
enjoy in a single day! 


Contributed by Lexie Herman 
and Barry McKently 


NEWS FROM THE AREAS ..... 


Golf Course Maintenance -- Hole #14 on the 
Magnolia Course is being redesigned to make 
room for a new 6 hole course for juniors. 


LBV Landscape -- A rehab is in progress in 
the Vacation Villa area. Grading, drainage 
improvement, and new plantings are under way. 


Landscape Architects -- Preliminary landscape 


design is in the works for a proposed. expan- 
sion of the Polynesian and for future expan- 
sion of the Conference Center. 


Tree Farm/Nursery -- Delphiniums and orna- 
mental grasses are among some 85 varieties of 
perennials being grown to test their use in 
our landscape. 


WDW Landscape -- Cold weather earlier this 
month meant cleaning up frost damage. Among 
our landscape plants damaged were areca palms, 
ixora, hibiscus, and weeping fig. 


WDW Pest Control -- Atrazine, a pre-emergent 
herbicide, has been applied to lawns at the 
Polynesian and the Contemporary to prevent 
summer annual weeds from germinating. 


Horticulture Training -- Our next College of 


Horticulture class will be on April ist and 
will cover Landscape Plant Materials, Land- 
scape Installation, and Big Tree Moving. The 
following class, on April 15th, will continue 
our study of plant materials and will also 
cover pruning and shaping. 





Mike Rahill demonstrated soil drainage 
and soil testing during our College of 
Horticulture Field Study on March 4. 
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Congratulations to Jerry Hagedorn and his wife 
Darlene on the birth of their son, Nicholas, 
on February 29, 1980. 





Editor: Tom Underwood 
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